
April 18, 1974 

Bear Sirt 

Your effiee was centacted receatly about the water of six 
resideats ea Co. Rd. 10 ia Elkhart eeuaty. We as citizea:^ are 
baaaiag together to complaia about our well water. 

(The health office ia our city ha^ proclaimed it satisfactory,, 
but you would aot driak ito You would aot ask your family to 
driak it or bathe la it. 

Behiad our homes is a dump operated by Himes Co. We feel 
that this dmap has polluted our water. It may aot be ceatamiaated 
as far as bacteria coiiat, but the other harm it causes is 
sufficieat for someeme to do Semethiag about it. This water 
has aa order uadesoribable, it ruias our clethiag to wash ia 
itr it leaves a skum ea our skia, it leaves a skum oa our food 
aad ceokiag utensils, the color is putrid which makes it 
absolutely uadriakable. Driving a new well is useless because 
all the water is the same. 

The dump has also created stagnant water ea the back of our 
property. The du^p is being built hp higher than our property. 
This water which drigaally was in the dxmp area is now oa our 
property. 

We have no choice but to carry gallons of water to driak. This 
does aot begin to solve all our problems but we cannot ask our 
families to driak this water. We need help aowl We cannot do it 
alone, please help us get action now. 

Thank you for your time in reading this letter. 

Cordially, 

4 
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Dear Sirs 

April 18, 1974 

Your effiee was eeataeted reeently alseut the water ef six 
resident8 en Ce. Rd. 10 in Elkhart eeuaty. We as eitiseas are 
bajuiing together to eeaplaia about our veil water. 

She health office in our citj has proelaiaed it satlefaeteiy, 
but you vould x^t drink it. You would net ask your family to 
drink it or bathe in it. 

Behind our homes is a dump operated b^ Hlmes Co. We feel 
that this dump has polluted our water. It may net be eontaminatod 
as far as bacteria count, but the ether harm it causes is 
sufficient for someone to do something about it. This water 
has an order undeseribable, it ruins eur clothing to wash in 
it, it leaves a skum on our skin, it le'*vee a skum on eur food 
and cooking utensils, the color is putrid which makes it 
abselutely tindrinkable. Driving a new well is useless because 
all the water is the same. 

She dump has also created stagnant water on the back ef eur 
property. She dump is being built up higher than our property. 
Shis water which erignally was in the dump area is new on eur 
property. 

We have no choice but te carry gallena sf water te drink. This 
dees net begin te selve all eur problems but we cannot ask eur 
foailys te drink this water. We need help new! Wo cannot do it 
alone, please help ue got action now. 

Shank you for yeur time in reading this letter. 

Cerdially, 



April 18, 1974 

Dear Sir: 

y©ur office was oentaeted recently abeut the water ef six 
resldaats en Ce. Hd. 10 in Ellchart,. county. We as citizens are 
banning tegether te complain about our well water. 

The health office in our city has proclaimed it satisfactory, 
but you would not drink it. You would net ask your family to 
drink it or bathe in it. 

Behind our homes is a dump operated by Himes Ce. Wo feel 
that this dumr has polluted our water. It may not be eontaminated 
as far as bacteria count, but the other harm it causes is 
sufficient for someone t© do something about it. This water 
has an order undej^cribable, it ruins eiur clothing te wash in 
it, it leaves a skum en our skin, it leaves a ahum en our food 
and ©coking utensils, the color is putrid which makes it 
absolutely undrinkable. Driving a new well is useless because 
all the water is the same. 

The dump has also created stagnant rater on the back ef our 
property. The dump is being built up higher than our property. 
This water which ©rignally was in the dump area is now en our 
property. -

We have no choice but to carry gallons of water to drink. This 
does not begin te solve all our problems but we cannot ask our 
familys t© drink this water. We need help how! We cannot do it 
alone, please help us get actieh now. 

Thank you for your time in reading this letter. 

Cordially, 

^yisc/£/we.J/ 

3 7^ 



\ 

"ii *• , 
April 18, 1974 

Dear Sir; 

Your office was contacted recently about the water of six 
residents on Co. Rd. 10 in Elkhart county. We as citizens are 
banning together to complain about our well water. 

The health office in our city has proclaimed it satisfactory, 
but you would not drink it. You would not ask your family to 
drink it ©r bathe in it. 

Behind our homes is a dump operated by Himes Co. We feel 
that this dumr- has polluted our water, niay not b- contaminated 
as far as bacteria count, but the other harm it causes is 
sufficient for someone to do somethinff about it. '"his wat^r 
has an order urid"<=:cribable, it ruins our clothing to wash 
it, it leaves a skum ©n our skin, it leaves a skum on ©ur foofl 
and cooking ut-nsils, the color is putrid which makes it 
absolutely und-rinkable. Driving a new v/ell is useless because 
all the water is the same. 

The- durrip lias also created stagnant "atef on the back ©f our 
property* ''^he dump is being built up higher than our property. 
This water which orignally was in the dump area is now on our 
property. 

We have no choice but t© carry gallons of water to drink. This 
does not begin to solve all our problems but we cannot ask our 
familys to drink this water. We need help now! We cannot do it 
alone, please help us get actioh now. 

Thank you for your time in reading this letter. 

Cordially, 

Tri'yi 

sc / / /we.1/ 
73 » X 3 7^ 
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c3<5^^ ^j^2, 18, 1974 
,JUJ. 4^^s/y 

Dear Sir; 

Your ©ffice was centaeted reGently about the water ®f six 
resideAts en Ce. £d. 10 in Elkhart county. We as citizens are 
banning together to complain about our well water. 

The health office in our city has proclaimed it satisfactory, 
but you would not drink it. You would not ask your family to 
drink it or bathe in it. 

Behind our homes is a dump operated by Himes Ce. We feel 
that this dump has polluted our water. It may not be contaminated 
as 'far as bacteria count, but the ether harm it causes is 
sufficient for someone to do something about it. This water 
has ah order undescribable, it ruins our clothing to wash in 
it, it leaves a skum on our skin, it leaves a skum on our food 
and cooking utensils, the color is putrid which makes it 
absolutely undrinkable. Driving a new well is useless because 
all the water is the same. 

The dump has also created stagnant water ©n the back of our 
property. The dump is being built up higher than our property. 
This water which orignally was in the dump area is now en our 
property. 

We have no choice but to carry gallons of water t® drink. This 
does not begin to solve all our problems but we cannot ask our 
familys to drink this v/ater. We need help now!: We cannot d© it 
alone, please help us get action now. 

Thank you for your time in reading this letter. 

Cordially, 

J.. 



ril 18, 1974 

Dear Sir: 

Your office was contacted recently about the water of six 
residents on Co. Hd. 10 in Elkhart county. We as citizens are 
banning together to complain about our well water. 

The health office in our city has proclaimed it satisfactory, 
but you would not drink it. You would not ask your family to 
drink it or bathe in it. 

Behing our homes is a dump (Operated by Himes Co. We feel 
that this dump has polluted our water. It may not be contaminated 
as far as bacteria count, but the other harm it causes is 
sufficient for someone to d© something about it. This water 
has an ©rdor imdescribable, it ruins our clothing to wash in 
it, it leaves a skum on our skin, it leaves a skum on our food, 
and cooking utensils, the color is putrid which makes it 
absolutely undrinkable. Driving a new well is useless because 
all the water is the same. 

The dump has also created stagnant water on the back of our 
property. The dump is being built up higher than our property. 
This water which orignally was in the dump area is now on our 
property. 

We have no choice bu+ to carry gallons of water to drink. This 
does not beain to solve all our problems but we cannot ask our 
familys to drink this vater. We need help nowt We cannot do it 
alone, please help us get action now. 

Thank you for your time in reading this letter. 

Cordially, 
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DmSIOli OF WATER 605 

April 30, 1974 

Mrs. Gladys 8^ Whltner 
R.R. 6 Ban 380 
Elkhart, Indiana 46514 

Dear Mrs. Whttaart 

Rafarenea Is nsda to your lattar of April I8th to Mr. Wimtting eoncarning 
the water problem in your area, tour latter has baeo referred to me for 
reply. 

Please be advised that the State Board of Health is the legally respon
sible agency in matters of this nature, and they both provide aesistmee 
to the Stream Pollution Control Board in handling permits for landfills and 
in regulating listing landfill areaa. 

In this regard I am taking the liberty of conveying your letter to them 
for further reply. 

Very truly yours. 

WUllam J. Steen, Read 
Ground Water Section 
Division of Water 

cc: Oral Bert 
Brian Opel 

WJS/lcb 



DXVXSZOII OF WAXBR 605 

April 30. 1974 

Mr. Ana«l Elwall 
ERd Bpx 378 
Blkhart, Indiana 46514 

Daar Mr. Elvellt 

Raferanea ia awda to yonr lattar of April 18th to Mr. Vanning cMcaming 
tha vatar problan in yovr araa. four lattar hoa boon rafarrad to oa for 
raply. 

Flaaaa ba adviaad that tha 8tata Soard of Haalth ia tha lagally raapon* 
aibla aganisy in nattara of thia natnaa, and they both prorida aaaiatanca 
to tha Straaa Pollution Control Board in handling paraita for landfilla and 
in ragttlating axiating landfill araaa. 

Xn thia ragard X aa taking tha libarty of oonvaying your lattar to than 
for forthar reply. 

Vary truly youra, 

Villiaa J. Staan. Road 
Oround Water Saetion 
Oiviaion of Water 

ee t Oral Bert 
Brian Opal 

VJ8/leb 



DXVXSl0il OF VAIBR 605 

April 30. 1974 

MAY. 1 1974 
INDIANA STATE BOARD OF HEAITH 
SANITARY ENEINEERIN6 OimiON 

Mr* Aavel BlvAll 
ft ft 6 BAR 37fi 
Blfchftre, Indiana 

Daar Mr. Blimllt 

46314 

ftafaranea la aada to yonr latear of April IBth eo Mr. Wanalnp OMeamlag 
tha watar problaa In ponr araa. Tonr lattar haa baan rafarrad to na for 
raply. 

Plaaaa ba advlaad.ebat tha Seata Board of Baalth la tba lagally raapon* 
albla aganey In mattara of thla nattMM. and th«y both pravida aaalatanaa 
to tha Btraaa Vollntloa Control Board In handling pamlta for ImdfIlls and 
la ragolatlng axlstlng landfill araaa* 

In this ragard X an taking tha llbarty of aonvaylng ymnr lattar to than 
for further reply. 

Vary truly yours, 

Mllliaa J. fttaen. Band 
Ground Watar Baetlcm 
Division of Watar 

ee t <hral HOrt 
Brian C^el 

WfB/lcb 



omsxoB or WASBR 6OS 
MAY 1]974 

April 3d. 1974 | 
\mm^mmm 

lfr». OladyA 8* Whicner 
R.R. 6 Bos 380 
BlkKare. XiidlOBS 46514 

Mrs. ffhitoort 

RoforoMO io node to your lottor «f April I6eh to tfr. Vcniiing coaeoroing 
tho water probltm in your area, four letter baa been referred to me for 
reply. 

Please be advioed that the State Board of Health io the legally reepw* 
slble o^i^ney to siattera of thla nature, and they both prowide aealat«iee 
to the Btream folltttlen Control Board In handling pemite for laodfille and 
in regulating tncieting landfill oreaa. 

In thie regard X aw taking the liberty of eoaveying your letter to then 
for further rigily. 

Pery truly yours. 

vauea J. Bteee. Heed 
Ground Voter Seetim 
Bivialm of Voter 

ec3 Oral fiort 
Brim Opel 

VjB/leh 
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April 30, 1974 

1 1974 

^ : IUinf«lt 
B.0. H u» in 
Blkh«rt. iiiBiaMi 46514 

0««r llr« Xxtt£«l«i 

8ttf«r«M« itt m»4* to yottt Itttfur «< April Ifth to Mr. VOa&iiM otttttomiM 
tfeo wotor profrtom in poor oroo. flmnr Uteor luio 6o«a roforroA to no ior 
roplp. 

n«4i« ^o odoiood thot tlio siofeo Bootd o« Mooltii io MM logAllp to». 
oiioi6U 4g«R«p i» aott«ro of cklo aotiiro, ood tliop bot6 pforido Aoolstooeo 
to tlM 0croM Vollotioo dottcm 8o«t4 io hoadllog pomlto for loadfiUo and 
lo r^Utios ottiotiag Uadf iU orooo* 

1» tliio t^ord I on tabiog tlio liborty of ooan^iog poor lottor to than 

Vtttp truly yooro. 

ffiUlon d. Stoott, iottd 
dMoond Moe«r Soocion 
Bioioim of fiotor 

eof dnil More 
Iriwi 0f»ol 

m/Uh 
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DRAFT 

Mrs. Patricia Rumfelt 
R.R. 6, Box 377 
28369 County Road 10, West 
Elkhart, IN 46510 

Dear Mrs. Rumfelt: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning contaminated well 

water and pollution which you state may be caused by the HIMCO stamp 

site in Elkhart, Indiana. 

Dr. William T. Paynter, State Health Commissioner, advised me 

that the staff of the Solid Waste Management Section will re-inspect 

this site in the near future to determine if this site has been properly 

closed and covered in accordance with Regulation SPC-18. 

Please note that the U. S. Geological Survey is conducting a 

comprehensive groundwater study of the Elkhart area which will attempt 

to identify groundwater pollution and its possible sources. 

Please advise if we may be of further assistance. 

Sincerely, 

OTIS R. BOWEN, M.D. 
GOVERNOR, STATE OF INDIANA 

cc: Elkhart County Commissioners 
Elkhart County Health Department 
William T. Paynter, M.D. 
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January 23, 1979 

Mrs. Patricia Rumfelt 
R.R. 6, Box 377 
28369 County Road 10, West 
Elkhart, IN 46510 

Dear Mrs. Rumfelt: 

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
December 20, 1978. 

Members of our staff will make a re-investigation of the HIMCO 
dump site to see if the site was properly closed and covered in accordance 
with the negotiated Agreed Order, and will also investigate the conditions 
mentioned in your letter. 

Please do not hesitate to call Mr. Dan Magoun or Mr. David 
Brown of this office at 317/633-0176, if we can be of further assistance 
to you in this matter. 

Very truly yours. 

David D. Lamm, Acting Chief 
Solid Waste Management Section 
Division of Sanitary Engineering 
AC 317/633-0176 

DBrown/rm 
cc: Elkhart County Health Department 
RM 1/23 T/1 



ro 

sO 

o 

CO-
CD 
;x; 
C 
hc3 
o 

• o 
o s: 

OTIS R. BOW£l«^, M. B. 

OOVBRXOR 

OirS-lCU OF TH® GOVEHK-OR 

XNrDIAJWAI»01<lS, IJfBlAXA 46304 
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Mrs. Patricia Rumfelt 
R.R.6,Box377 
28369 County Road 10, West 
Elkhart, Indiana 46510 

Dear Mrs. Rumfelt: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning contaminated well 
water and pollution which you state may be caused by the HIMCO 
dump site in Elkhart, Indiana. 

Dr. William T. Paynter, State Health Commissioner, advised me 
that the staff of the Solid Waste Management Section will 
reinspect this site in the near future to determine 
has been properly closed and covered in accordance with Regula
tion SPC-18. 

if this site 
with 

Please note that the U.S. Geological Survey is conducting a 
comprehensive groundwater study of the Elkhart area -which w+T3-
attempt to identify groundwater pollution and its possible 
sources. 

Please advise if we may be of further assistance. 

Kindest personal regards. 

ORB:mm 

cc 

Otis R. Bowen, M.D, 
Governor 

Elkhart 
Elkhart 
Wi11i am 

County Commissioners 
County Health Department 
T. Paynter, M.D. —— 
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January 11, 1979 

TO: Hon. Otis R. Bowen, M.D. 
Governor, State of Indiana 

/ \ FROM: William T. Paynter, M.D., Secretary 
Indiana State Board of Health 

SUBJECT: Response to Mrs. Patricia Rumfelt's Correspondence 

Please find attached a recommended letter for your response to 

Mrs. Rumfelt. Included also is a copy of the previous memorandum and 

correspondence to Mrs. Rumfelt dated April 5, 1977. The U. S. Geological 

Survey on the groundwater study of the Elkhart area has not been completed 

as of this date. 

Attachment 

IA 'In fc^Jf J/'Q 
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Mrs* i^atrlcla ftumfalt 
Rural Route 6, Box 377 
283-69 Ceufity Road 10, Host 
Elkhart, Indiana 46610 
Dear Mrs. Ruafelt: 
Thank you for your recent letter concerning eontaslnated 
well water. 

Dr. Ullllan T. Paynter, State Health Commissioner, advised 
me that the staff of the Solid Haste Hanagement Section 
conducted a well water sangllag program on October 28, 1977, 
at the homes adjacent to the Himco Dump on County Road 10. 
this sampling Included your residence, as welV as the Wiseman 
residence. The sample results will be sent to all individuals 
as soon as laboratory analyses are eoffipTeted. 

Please note that the 0*5. Geological Survey Is conducting a 
comprehensive groundwater study of the Elkhart area which 
will attempt to Identify groundwater pollution and its possible 
sources. 

Please advise If we may be of further assistance. 

Kindest personal regards. 

Otis R. Bowen, M.D. 
Governor 

0RB:1kd 

ccT Elkhart County Commissioner 
Elkhart County Health Department 
William T. Paynter, M.D. 



^ . • n 
•7 

April 5, 1977. 

TO: Hon. Otis R. Bowen, M. D. 
Governor, State of Indiana 

FROM: William T. Paynter, M. D. 
State Health Commissioner 

SUBJECT: Response to Mrs. Patricia Rumsfelt's Letter 
of March 1, 1977 

The staff of the Solid Waste Management Section has expended 
considerable time and effort investigating the complaints and sampling 
surface and groundwater in the area of the Himco Disposal site. We 
believe that the best response we can make is to cite a brief history of 
the situation. 

1. The open dump was initially identified on August 2A, 1971. 
General refuse and pharmaceutical wastes (aspirin, Bactine) 
were deposited in a swampy are^ northwest of the intersection 
of County Road 10 and the Nappanee bypass. 

2. Several inape'ctions were conducted in 1971 through 197A to 
bring the site into compliance with current standards. 

3. On April 18, 197A, a representative took water samples of 
surface water as well as five of six residential wells adjacent 
to the landfill. The wells are said to be shallow driven 
wells ranging from 62 feet to 22 feet in depth. No reference 
was made of the sanitary construction of these wells prior to 
sampling. 

A. On April 26, 197A, we received letters from Mrs. Rumsfelt and 
three other individuals concerning odorous, cloudy water in 
their private wells. This was confirmed to be true. 

5. Before the water sample testing was completed, our office 
recommended that Mr. Charles Himes, the owner and operator of 
the disposal site, provide additional wells for the six affected 
residents. 

6. Water sample results from the April 18, 197A, sampling show 
the shallow wells to be high in chemical oxygen demand and 
manganese. Surface water was shown to be grossly contaminated. 



rv 
t J 

•••I 

t 

''r.K 

-2-

7. On November 14, 1974, three additional wells were sampled 
which were located within one-quarter mile from the site. 
They were found to be high In manganese (.60 ppm) content. 

8. Within a two-Week period between May 2, 1974, and May 14, 
1974, Mr. Hlmes had wells drilled for the six residents 
adjacent to the landfill: 

a. Warren Wiseman - R.R. //G, Box 379, C.R. illO 
b.- Ansel H. Elwell - R.R. if6. Box 378, C.R. iflO 
c. Robert B. T'Thltmer - R.R. ̂ 6, Box 380, C.R. i!'10 
d. Herman Rumsfelt - R.R. i^G, Box 377, C.R. if 10 
e. Noble L. Bowers - R.R. if6. Box 382, C.R, fllO 
f. James K. Kolanoskl - R.R. #6, Box 381, C.R. i?10 

These wells were all 152 feet deep or better through a clay 
barrier which should Isolate the n w aquifer. Two of these 
wells equalled or slightly exceeded the recommended public 
health service drinking water standard for iron (0.3 ppm and 
0.7 ppm). 

9. Due to the poor geological characteristics, on July 2, 1974, 
our office requested that the site cease operation by December 31, 
1974. This was later extended to March 1, 1975, at which time 
only Inert materials and calcium sulfate would be deposited. 

10. On February 18, 1975, a consent agreement was signed by Mr. Charles 
Hlmes, and adopted by the Stream Pollution Control Board. By 
September 25, 1975, a new landfill was to have been established 
and the old one closed. 

11. Water samples of the deep wells were again taken on May 16, 
1975, and all six samples were satisfactory. 

12. Our Hearing Commissioner advised us that the Consent Order 
could be verbally extended until December 1, 1975. Mr. Hlmes 
was notified of this decision. The operation was allowed to 
continue until September 27, 1976, pending zoning appeal and 
new site preparations. 

13. On October 25, 1976, we received a copy of nrlvate well water 
sample results from the six shallow wells of the above Individuals. 
Only Warren Wiseman's new deep well was sampled. The results 
were satisfactory as In the previous testing. 

14. An Inspection on September 17, 1976, revealed that refuse Is 
no longer deposited at this site. Final cover (two feet), 
grading, and seeding, had not been completed. 



f 

.L j 
-3-

Summary: 

We agree with Mrs. Rumsfelt In that the shallow well water is 
objectionable to drink. This opinion is based primarily upon the off 
color and the odpr of the well water. Chemical samples indicate a high 
COD and manganese content. As a result, Himco, Inc., provided deep 
wells for these individuals which now supply safe water to their homes. 
A sample of one deep well was supplied to us on October 21, 1976, which 
indicates that the water is still satisfactory. The Rurasfelts, the 
Wisemans, the Kolanoskis are now suing Himco, Inc., and several other 
individuals to recover previous damages. Their requests for water 
samples may be for use as court evidence in proving their allegations of 
leachate contamination. 

The City of Elkhart has requested that the U.S. Geological 
Survey conduct an extensive ground Water sampling program at two locations 
within the county. They are concerned whether the Himco Disposal and an 
industrial disposal site in the eastern area of the county are causing 
groundwater contamination and, if so, how will they affect the municipal 
well. The U.S. Geological Survey is scheduled to undertake this project 
in the spring. 

Attachment 

n ) 1,2, 
LLiIl 
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S[lz^axt (2ounty HMnit 

315 so. SECOND STREET 
COUNTY BLDG. ANNEX - FRANKLIN ST. ENTRANCE Orp IT ? liC; PM '77 

ELKHART, INDIANA 46514 ^ C 40 I IT II 
PHON E 294-1688 r' ^ IM a FT ^' i- *»p i •" cr D i ij /•* S A h I i A K 1 L r-1 G1 iN E c HI f< G 

DIVISiQH 
STATE BGAixO GF HEALTH 

/ 
December 9, 1977 

Mr. George Oliver 
Division of Solid Waste, Room A-302 
Indiana State Board of Health 
1330 West Michigan Street 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46205 

Re: Himco Landfill 
i...:- C.R. #26 

Elkhart, Indiana 

Dear Mr. Oliver: 

Several neighbors in the area of the Himco landfill have complaints about the 
operation of this landfill. I have spoken with two concerned persons about 
their complaints: 

Mr. William E. Truex - 60173 C.R. 7 South - Ph: 522-5413 

Mr. David J. Brenneman - 60093 C.R. 7 South - Ph: 293-8185 

Specifically, the complaints are as follows: 

1. There are two retention ponds located in the landfill. The 
(_ J pond which is located in the northwest section is tiled into 

a creek running along the east side of the landfill. The 
second pond is located in the southern section. It has an 
overflow pipe which is approximately ten (10) feet long. 
The discharge from this pipe then flows downhill through 
the woods and may be reaching Folsom Creek, located approxi
mately 600-700 feet downhill. Folsom Creek flows southeast 
approximately one (1) mile and reaches Yellow Creek. Yellow 
Creek reaches the Elkhart River. You should be concerned 
about this sequence of events, Mr. Oliver. 

2. There have been periods of time off and on since the landfill 
opened that daily cover has not been applied. Sometimes, 
according to the local residents,, gypsum is used as the daily 
cover. 

GOSHEN OFFICE • 406 E. MADISON STREET 
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Mr. George Oliver -2- December 9, 1977 

3. The local residents question the requirements on depth of the 
compaction cells. 

4. What are the fencing requirements at the landfill? No fencing 
was evident on December 7, 1977. 

5. The residents are concerned about what is being dumped there. 
They know that Himco handles waste from Miles Laboratories 
and Elkhart General Hospital. They are concerned that 
hazardous wastes are possibly being dumped at the landfill. 

6. They are also aware of the well problems encountered near the 
C.R. #10 Himco landfill. Although they are not aware of any 
problems with their own wells yet, they are concerned that 
perhaps the future holds such a catastrophy for them. Many 
are dairy farmers who require many gallons of water for their 
operation. 

Mr. Oliver, I trust that you will take the appropriate actions in order to 
investigate this complaint. These residents are sincerely troubled by what 
they have seen going on at the landfill. Mr. Truex and Mr. Brenneman are 
willing and eager to be of any possible assistance to you. Of course, they 
wish to remain anonymous so that Himco will not learn the identity of the 
specific persons with complaints. Please inform the above-mentioned gentle
men as to what your next steps will be. 

We both realize that the Indiana State Board of Health is the responsible 
agency in the area of landfill operation; the county health department is 
not. I feel that the residents have a right to complain to you as well as 
a right to be kept informed through you. 

) If you have any questions, please contact me at telephone 294-1688, extension 
296. 

Sincerely, 

Laurie L. Tweddale 
Environmentalist 

LLT:mkt 

cc: Mr. William E. Truex 
Mr. David J. Brenneman 
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STAtE BOARD OF HEALTH 
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

January 19, 1979 

Address Reply to: 
Indiana State Board of Health 

1330 West Michigan Street 
P.O. BOA 1964 

Indianapolis, IN 46206 

(j 

Mr. Dave Pearson 
WBT, Inc. 
P.O. Box. 354 
Celina, OH 45822 

Dear Mr. Pearson: 

Re: Addition to Monitoring Parameters 

The Stream Pollution Coiitrol Board recently granted approval to 
WBT to accept a large volume of lead-bearing waste at the Metropolitan 
Sanitary Landfill pending approval from the local health department. If 
local approval has been granted or is imminent, you are hereby notified that 
total lead is to be added to the list of chemical monitoring parameters 
provided in my letter to Luke Voskuhl.dated November 20, 1978. All 
parameters are to be monitored quarterly according to the specifications 
outlined in that correspondence. 

If you have any questions regarding this addition to the monitoring 
parameter list, please feel free to contact Mr. Jim King of this office at 
AC 317/633-0176. 

Very truly yours, 

David D. Lamm, Acting Chief 
Solid Waste Management Section 
Division of Sanitary Engineeringi 
AC 317/633-0176 

JMKfng/lgf 
cc: Delaware County Health Department 

Dr. David Howard 

State fotm 881 
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September 28, 1976 

/'• \ 
^ J 

Mr, Gerald Goss 
2.7991 C.R. 10 W, ,Ro,ut.e 6 . 
Elkhart, Indiana 46514 

Dear Mr. Goss: 

Re: Correspondence' of September 16, 1976 
Old Himco Dump, Elkhart, Elkhart County 

This is in reference to your letter of September 16, 1976, concerning 
the. Himco Waste .Away Dump on C.R, 10. 

Tliis site is now undergoing final closure proceedings. Soon this 
area will be give a final cover of two feet of soil, graded and seeded 
to prevent erosion. Refuse is no longer deposited at this site.. 

Werecommed that you contact the Elkhart County Health Department to 
have, them take v/ater samples from your~well to determine its"quality for 
the health and welfare of yourself and your family. 

Please note that there are.currently legal proceedings against the 
Himco Waste Away, Inc. If it is your intent to initiate a similar action 
you should contact your attorney for the correct procedures to document 
your case. 

David 6". Lamm, Acting Chief 
Solid Waste Management Section ; 
Division of Sanitary Engineering 

GO/sjk 
cc: Elkhart County Health Department 

Elkhart County Commissioners 
Water Supply Section 
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March 11, 1977 

Garold L. Goss 
27991 CR-lOW, Rt#6 
Elkhart, IN 46514 

Mr. Brian Opel 
Division of Water 605 
1130 W Michigan Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Dear Mr. Opel: 

Re: Correspondence of September 28,, 1976, 
VJater Condition from HIMCO Dump 

In your letter of September 28, 1976, concerning the condition 
of our water and drainage, you recommended I contact the 
Elkhart County Health Department for samples from my well to 
determine its quality. 

As a taxpayer of Elkhart County, I am surprised at the manner 
in which my problem has been handled. From the water quality 
analysis they recommended I contact the Indiana State Board 
of Health, Solid Waste Section. I feel this could be an end
less procedure of referrals. I contacted you first. 

I am not in a position to take legal action against HIMCO 
Waste Away. I feel it is the duty of Elkhart County or the 
State of Indiana to take care of this condition, which is get
ting progressively worse. Our waste water is running out on 
top of the ground because of the poor drainage condition. Our 
well water is contaminated as the analysis shows. The alkali 
content is high because of the dump. It is unfit to drink, 
take a bath in, or even wash clothes. 

The dump has not been covered, graded, or seeded. Even this 
would not take care of our problem. I invite anyone concerned 
to come and see our problem. If legal action is the only 
recourse, an attorney will be contacted for correct procedures 
to document our case. 

Sincerely, 

Garold L. Goss 

cc: HIMCO VJaste Away Service 
Miles Laboratories 
David D. Lamm, Acting Chief 
Solid VJaste Section 



January 26, 1977 

Mr. Mike Terl^ 
Elkhart Water Works 
130 South Main Street 
Elkhart, Indiana 46S14 

Dear Mr, Teriep: 

Re: Water Sas^le Results Request 
Himco OuiBp, Elkhart County 

Please find enclosed the well water sample results from the Himco 
Dump area which you requested on January 17, 1977. 

New wells were drilled for the following individuals on May 9, 1974, 
and they were to a depth of approximately 150 feet. 

1. Kolawoski residence 

2. Bowers residence 

3. Herman Rumsfelt residence 

4. Whitmer residence 

5. Elwell residence 

They previously utilized rather shallow wells to supply their water. 

If you have any further questions you may contact this Office. 

Very truly yours. 

David D. Lamm, Acting Chief 
Solid Waste Management Section 
Division of Sanitary Engineering 

GO/sjk 
Enclosures 
cc: Blldiart County Health Department 

Elkhart County Commissioners 
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April 4. 1977 

Kr. Gerald Goas 
27991 County Road 10 West 
Route 6 
Elkhart, Indiana 46514 

Dear Mr. Goae: 
{ ) 

Ra: Correspondence of March 11, 1977 
Well Water Contamination 
Elkhart, Elkhart County 

Thank you for your inquiry of March 11, 1977, concerning the 
well water problems which you were experiencing. 

In response to your request, we are planning a well water 
sampling program along with a sanitary well survey in the very near 
future. You will be contacted in advance of when this sampling is to 
occur. If you have any further questions, contact Mr. George Oliver or 
myself at AC 317/633-6400. 

Very truly yours. 

David D, I.amm, Acting Chief 
Solid Waste Management Section 
Division of Sanitary Engineering 
AC 317/633-6400 

GO/kmd 
cc: Elkhart County Health Department 

Ekhart County Commissioners 
Mr. Neil Ott 



TRUTH PUBLISHING COMPANY, INC. • P. O. BOX 487 

Telephone: 29i-1661 Area Code 219 

ELKHART, INDIANA 46514 

Dave ? 

IvlAY / 1976 
INDIANil STATE BOASO H /.'TH 

m w..:: 

May 6| 1976 

Here's the letter You wanted a COPV of. 

Let me reinterate that I'd appreciate beinfi informed 

of the developments in the situation and a copy of 

the information you send out. Additionally? I'd 

appreciate beine informed of decisions concerning 

the new Himes land fill. 

Thanks for the cooperation. Now all I have 

to do is sort the whole thing out. 

A 
A 

I ; 

Luck? 

ond Raney 

THE COMMUNICANA GROUP 

• THE ELKHART TRUTH .• WTRC AM/FM • WSJV TV • 
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STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 

INDIANAPOLIS 

OFFICE MEMORANDUM DATE: October 19, 1976 

FROM: George OliverFile 

SUBJECT: Telephone Gonversation with 
Mr. Richard Herron 

On October 18, 1976, I spoke with Mr. Richard Herron, the attorney 
for Mrs. Patricia Rumsfelt in Elkhart. Mr. Herron requested that our 
office test three additional wells that have not previously been tested. 
He wishes for these three samples to be extensive tests. I believe they 
may be used in a pending court suit against Himco Waste Away and Miles 
Labs. 

Mr. Herron asked if I thought that the landfill contaminated the wells 
and I said, "It is likely that it could have happened." Afterwards, he 
said that I probably will be subpoened for court. Mr. Herron is waiting 
for a reply as to whether we will rion the well water sainples and what 
tests will be performed. 

Mr. Richard Herron may be reached at AC 219/294-1516, Elkhart exchange. 

GO/sjk 
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STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 
INMANAPOUS 

jpFICE MEMORANDUM 30, 197% 
/ 

SalMift 9. ">• Ov«l I. am 

suBjEa: «eu tffttcr 0«aplcittt 
aMT litaBS Snip 

IB mepoBM to yoor ooto Afarll 197%, voUttvo to tte eooalalBto 
ots o&tiMnui IIIM too Ho mmr tlM» Slaoo Soia* oo ooBtootiA tt» ooa^ 

iMOlta OoportMBt Ottl tho OfMNKtoo oT tliB OoBp, gtoBO OoiMr.^ voUo 
Oliiob tte eax f««ld«at0 «§• am oballiw OHTgnvalla, anpraOmto}^ es 
foot dso9» flHHro Ooaa aifoav to to a aooBoaUaa IwtwMai IOM dhua ofataUaa 
•aA^ Aatooioratioa ia^ «aaU'^ of ^ aator oiqrplylag tteao ooUs. 
Hiaoi CtMiawy la mm ta tin proeaaa ^ ArilUag aow valla for aaeti of 
tteaa roaiOaaU* Slwao ooaa «U1 ta AriUaA tlwoai^ tha first oatar 
Ufol iato tha aaaaaO oatar to a Aaf^ of asiraalautalr ISO foot, tfe 
ham oastiaaaA the vaU ArlUar reUtira to tha aaoA for vrt^ar oaU 
aaaatrmtiea ao^'that tha aaaaaA vatar la aAaiaataiir frataataA. 

Zt ahealA ha aotad Uuit tha Blaaa mmt ia aaaA alaest aaalaeiaolf hgr 
Milaa lAharatortoa far dUe^aaai of thair oaata oatartala* Ahoat aaa y«ar 
aeo wa aat with rafraawtatiaaa of naaa Caavaar aiiA vara prwIaaA at 
that tiaa that the Amy vaolA ha 90090*39 fhaaoA oat* 

«a ahaU aeataat fitaaa eaavaar laaaAiataZy ralaUva to thair tiaa 
aaheAala far 90090*39 oloaiae aaA aaaartag thia 4009* 

aiataiAtag tha aaaglatat at Ooafiaat va aoataateAi tha aeoaty aaaitariaa 
regiWMas Sldraaaa haahlag rafam lata XaAteoi <hraOh« the aaaitairiaa 

f > vaa aaaaahat tigaat that ^ aloah treaaarar hah oalleA «a laataaA of him, 
^ hat hmlaaA to tahe aaeo of Vb» aitaatlaa that Aa9» heyla vaa to faaiov 

09 aaft vill fopert vtwa he la ia tha offiaa taaatror# 

oat hehart ft* muor 
hrtaa «• 990! 
ehria Balovio 



November 20, 1972 

/Charles Hines, Jr. 
• pa Waate-a»Way 
H wtldwood 
^vart, Ifldlaaa 46514 

Mr. Himes: 

Re: Ova? Meeting on October 30, 1972 

I During the course of our aseting cm October 30, 1972, ccnceming the 
. 'final dispositicm of the leachate from your landfill operation^ the following 
I'iUaa were agreed upon: 

a. The company (Miles Laboratories) will proceed with arrangments 
to collect the leachate, and utilize either spray irrigation or 
ridge and furrow Irrigation for disposal of the liquid. 

b. The coo5)any will obtain soil borings arcmnd the problem area 
to obtain svibsoil characteristics. 

c. The company will place well points to the south of the landfill 
site to the first grovmd Vater table for the purpose of determining 
characteristics of that ground water. 

Please keep this office informed as to axvy progress made concerning the 
shove items* 

Very truly yours, 

/ 

Sanoiel L. Moore, Director 
Division of Water Pollution Control 

UWBhultz/sjr 
cci Elkhart County Health Department 

Elmer Hartgerlnk 
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August 28, 1972 

Mr. Charles maus, Jr. 
P. 0. Box 77U 
£l}!:hart, Indiana ^904 

Sear Mr. Hioesi 

Be: Sisposal Operations 
C. R. 10 and Fort Wa^e Road 
Elkhart, Elkhart County 

(hi August 15, 1972, Mr^ Savid S. Laim, a representative of this office and 
Mr. Lawrence Hawkins of the Elkhart County Health Separtment an inspecti<m 
of the above-referenced operation. 

During the course of inspection several deficiencies were noted: 

1. Areas of the fill had no cover, or cover was of an insufficient depths 

2. Refuse was being dumped into standing water. Under no eireumstance 
should refuse be deposited in standing water. 

3* Materials from Miles Laboratories were deposited without cover. 
It is our understanding that this material consists of calcium 
sulfate and nycelin. 

4. Cover material was high in granular soils. 

The operations at this site are unsatisfactory; They are not in conformanoe 
with the n^imum Requirements for the Selection asid Operation of a Sanitary 
Landfill,'* copy enclosed. Refuse must be compacted and covered daily with a 
Bdaimum of six inches of compacted soil. Refuse must not be dumped into 
standing water or brou#t into oontaet with the ground water table. Calcium 
sulfate and sycelln from Miles Laboratory must be covered daily with a 
minimum of six inches of soil. 

The limitations of this site render it unsuitable for solid waste disposal. 
We urge that c^eratiens at this site be phased out; We reconoend utilising 
the Elkhart County lawdfin located on 0. R; 7» 1 1/2 miles south of C. R. 20 
or that a more suitable site be located and properly engineered plans and 
specifications be submitted to this office for approval. 
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Mr. Charles HloiesI Jr. August 26, 1972 

If there are any questions please feel free to contact this office, 

Very truly yours. 

Roland P. Rove, Chief 
General Sanitatim Section 
RiTisica of Sanitary SngineexlBg 
AC 317/633-i^393 

RRL/ndct 
ccj Miles Laboratory 

SUthart Ccnmty Health Repartment 
Slhhart County Commissioaers 
Mr. Robert Huitexoa 
Industrial Waste Section 




